
 
 
 

 

 

  

 Dear Parents and Carers, 

School Ofsted Inspection 14 -15 January 2020  

I am pleased to inform you that the report of our recent Ofsted inspection is available to view on our school 

website (about section – Ofsted and Performance).  It is also published on the Ofsted website. 

Here are some of the headlines, the full detail can be found in the report. 

I am delighted that the overall judgement made by the HMI and his team was that Northfield continues to be a 

good school.  The inspection team, quite rightly, expressed concern over some declining standards in terms of 

historical examination outcomes in some subject areas in the years following our last inspection in 2016, but were 

very positive about the here and now.  I am very pleased that they acknowledged that current leaders in the 

school know it well and are working tirelessly to bring about positive change.  The principal theme running 

through the report is that Northfield is an improving school.  This marries completely with our own self-

evaluation and the views of staff, pupils and parents. 

It was pleasing to see that inspectors noted that our new behaviour and rewards policy, introduced in June, is 

having an impact upon our classrooms by stating that low-level disruption is rare and that nearly all pupils behave 

in a positive way.  We continue to work with the tiny minority of pupils who find it difficult to behave as well as 

their peers. 

Inspectors acknowledged that pupils enjoy coming to school and this is leading to improved attendance.  

Safeguarding is effective and extensive partnerships have been developed with a wide range of external agencies 

to support our work in this area.    

Teachers were praised for planning lessons, which include effective activities to help pupils remember important 

ideas.  Instructions are clear, meaning that pupils engage well in their work and lessons.  We have done a lot of 

work in recent months in developing our curriculum and the way we teach to support our pupils in knowing and  

remembering more.  I am very pleased this positive work was recognised by the inspection team. 

We have always taken great pride in the work we do as a school to support pupils and their families.  Inspectors 

were full of praise for our work in the area of pupils’ personal development describing it is a real strength.  The 

report mentions the sizeable number of staff available for pupils to speak to if they are worried about something, 

as well as the external support we provide to pupils via specially trained counsellors and advisers. 

It was recognised that our pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are doing much better 

in school lately.  This is a view shared by parents in a number of meetings I have had over the last year.  We know 

as a school that there is more work for us to do in continuing to improve the work in this area. 



 

I must stress how impressed the inspection team were by the level of parental support for the school.  I am very 

grateful to all parents and carers who completed the online questionnaire and to those who took the time to 

speak to inspectors during the inspection.  I did make clear, during my discussions with the inspection team, that 

some of the recent improvements seen in the school, as cited in the inspection report, would not have been 

possible without the support of parents and carers.  This partnership is key as the school continues its journey of 

improvement. 

 Parent drop in session  

The drop in day for this term takes place on Friday 14th February 2020, 9.30am – 3.00pm.  If you would like an 

appointment to discuss our Ofsted report or any other issue, please e-mail your details to 

Northfield.School@northfieldssc.org.  All parents and carers are welcome. 

In summary, I am pleased that inspectors feel that the school is on the right track in its journey of improvement.  

Success does not happen overnight, but the foundations are very strong – leaders who know the school and are 

honest about what needs to be done to improve, a committed and unified staff and governing body along with 

supportive parents and carers. I agree fully with the areas identified in the report as needing further improvement; 

I was acutely aware of them when coming into post twelve months ago. I along with all staff will continue to work 

tirelessly to bring about the changes to help pupils achieve well at Northfield. 

 Thank you for your continued support.  Northfield remains a good school and a great place to teach and learn. 

 With every best wish 

 

 Richard Henderson 

 Headteacher 
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