
 
 

 



 
 

Department - English                                Year - 8 
 

 

 

Autumn 1 

‘The Outsiders’ by SE 

Hinton OR 

‘Our Day Out’ by 

Willy Russell 

Autumn 2 

Language Paper 2 – 

‘Inspirational People’ 

3 weeks – Reading 

3 weeks – Writing  

 

Spring 1 

Conflict Poetry  

Spring 2  

Language Paper 1 – 

‘Gothic Literature’ 

3 weeks – Reading 

3 weeks - Writing 

Summer 1  

An Introduction to 

Shakespeare 

Summer 2 

Writing Skills 

4 weeks – Descriptive 

‘Weather’ 

2 weeks – Speaking and 

Listening 

Intent 

 

To develop Pupils’ 

analysis skills through 

novel/drama study, 

focusing on how the 

writer uses language to 

achieve effects and build 

character/theme. To 

further develop Pupils to 

key literature skills 

including identifying 

quotations and 

commenting on linguistic 

features. Starting with a 

novel/drama study also 

creates a ‘love of 

learning/reading’ within 

Pupils from the start of 

the year. 

 

To develop Pupils’ abilities to 

use a range of writing skills 

with a focus on AO5 and 

AO6, whilst also covering 

language skills with a focus on 

AO2 (language analysis), 

through the theme of 

‘Inspirational People’. This 

will build on knowledge 

previously obtained in Year 7. 

To develop Pupils’ 

understanding of how to 

analyse and explore a text, as 

well as the effects language 

methods can have. To also 

develop Pupils’ comparison 

abilities, by comparing and 

linking poetry together based 

on the theme of conflict/war 

poetry. Pupils will treat these 

poems as ‘unseen’, to also build 

skills in readiness for GCSE 

study. 

To develop Pupils’ 

abilities to use a range 

of writing skills with a 

focus on AO5 and 

AO6, whilst also 

covering language skills 

with a focus on AO2 

(analysis of language and 

also structure for this 

scheme) in order to 

further consolidate and 

expand on knowledge 

previously gained 

throughout the year so 

far. The main focus will 

be AO2 language 

analysis, as this is a key 

skill for Pupils which 

may have been lost due 

to the impact of the 

pandemic. 

 

To develop Pupils’ 

understanding of how to 

analyse and explore a 

Shakespeare drama, focusing 

on analysing characters and 

themes and how these 

develop across a text.  

To develop Pupils’ abilities 

to use a range of writing 

skills with a focus on AO5 

and AO6. Pupils will build 

to completing two pieces of 

writing, one for descriptive 

and one for transactional.  

Assessment 

Objectives 

 

AO1: Read, understand 

and respond 

AO2: Analyse language 

AO3: Link to Context 

AO4: A range of 

vocabulary and sentence 

structures 

AO2: Analyse 

language/structure [Focus] 

AO3: Compare 

ideas/perspectives  

AO5: Content and 

organisation 

AO6: Technical Accuracy 

 

AO1: Read, understand and 

respond 

AO2: Analyse language 

AO3: Link to Context 

 

AO2: Language and 

structure 

AO5: Content and 

organisation 

AO6: Technical 

Accuracy 

AO1: Read, understand and 

respond 

AO2: Analyse language 

AO3: Link to Context 

AO4: A range of vocabulary 

and sentence structures 

AO5: Content and 

organisation 

AO6: Technical Accuracy 

Retention 

 

Retention for this topic 

will focus on a wide range 

of literacy skills from 

Year 7 and primary 

Retention for this topic will 

focus on literacy skills from 

Year 7 as well as critical 

language knowledge (e.g. 

Retention for this topic will 

focus on literacy skills from 

Year 7 as well as critical 

language knowledge (e.g. 

Retention for this topic 

will focus on literacy 

skills from Year 7 as 

well as critical language 

Retention for this topic will 

focus on literacy skills from 

Year 7 as well as critical 

language knowledge (e.g. 

Retention for this topic will 

be a cumulative build on 

retention from Year 7 and 

the rest of Year 8. Pupils 



 
 

school. Each lesson will 

start with retention of 

prior knowledge/skills. 

AO6 homework quizzes 

are given to further aid 

retention of key 

literacy/SPaG skills. 

language devices, word types, 

synonyms etc.). Retention 

will be cumulative, 

considering knowledge gained 

in Year 7 and retaining it 

throughout this academic 

year. Each lesson will start 

with retention as per school 

policy. Homework will be 

AO6 retention style quizzes 

to support both retention 

and critical literacy 

knowledge. 

language devices, word types, 

synonyms etc.). Retention will 

be cumulative, considering 

knowledge gained in Year 7 and 

retaining it throughout this 

academic year. This half term 

there will be a retention focus 

of poetic terms/techniques in 

order to further consolidate 

this from Y7. Each lesson will 

start with retention as per 

school policy. Homework will 

be AO6 retention style quizzes 

to support both retention and 

critical literacy knowledge. 

knowledge (e.g. 

language devices, word 

types, synonyms etc.). 

Pupils will also start to 

retain critical 

knowledge form the 

Shakespeare play study, 

such as key context 

information and 

Shakespearian terms. 

Retention will be 

cumulative, considering 

knowledge gained in 

Year 7 and retaining it 

throughout this 

academic year. Each 

lesson will start with 

retention as per school 

policy. Homework will 

be AO6 retention style 

quizzes to support both 

retention and critical 

literacy knowledge. 

language devices, word types, 

synonyms etc.). Retention 

will be cumulative, 

considering knowledge gained 

in Year 7 and retaining it 

throughout this academic 

year. Each lesson will start 

with retention as per school 

policy. Homework will be 

AO6 retention style quizzes 

to support both retention 

and critical literacy 

knowledge. 

will continue to focus on 

key literacy skills as well as 

language devices from the 

previous units of work. As 

this is a writing-based 

scheme, Pupils will focus on 

key knowledge for AO5 

and AO6 (e.g. vocabulary, 

punctuation etc.) Each 

lesson will start with 

retention as per school 

policy. Homework will be 

AO6 retention style quizzes 

to support both retention 

and critical literacy 

knowledge. 

Skills 

 

The key skill within this 

topic is to develop 

reading skills whilst also 

embedding a range of 

language and literature 

AOs. Pupils will use 

language skills to produce 

a piece of transactional 

writing for their MTA, 

while then using literature 
analysis skills to produce 

their end of term 

assessment focusing on a 

specific character/theme.  

S1 I can identify and make a 

relevant point linking to the 

question 

S2 I can identify a relevant 

quotation which supports my 

point clearly 

S3 I can identify a language 

device or word type and 

comment on the effect 

S4 I can analyse and explain 
the effect of language devices 

and word types 

S5 I can link quotations 

together to develop my 

point. 

 

S1  I can select engaging 

vocabulary and spell it 

accurately 

S1 I can read poems for 

meaning 

S2 I can identify poetic 

techniques (including structural 

features) and comment on the 

effect of them 

S3 I can analyse devices and 

zoom in on key words/phrases 

S4 I can compare poetry on the 

theme of conflict using 
connectives 

S5 I can analyse an unseen 

poetry using my analysis skills 

S1 I can identify and 

make a relevant point 

linking to the question 

S2 I can identify a 

relevant quotation 

which supports my 

point clearly 

S3 I can identify a 

language/structural 

device or word type 
and comment on the 

effect 

S4 I can analyse and 

explain the effect of 

language devices and 

word types 

S5 I can link quotations 

together to develop my 

point. 

 

S1  I can write an opening 

sentence to my paragraph 

that has a clear point 

S2  I can select an 

appropriate quote that 

supports my point and 

identify the language method 

within it 

S3  I can explain how my 

quote supports my point by 
zooming in on a word or 

phrase 

S4  I can provide an 

alternative opinion to my 

quote, if appropriate 

S5  I can reinforce my point 

by linking my quote to 

another quote/other quotes  

S1  I can use engaging 

vocabulary to create an 

interesting piece of writing 

S2  I can vary sentence 

lengths and openers to 

achieve specific effects on 

my reader/audience 

S3  I can use varied 

language devices 

appropriate to the task (e.g. 
rhetorical question, triplet 

etc.)  

S4  I can use advanced 

punctuation such as a 

colon, semi-colon and 

brackets. 

S5  I can structure my work 

into clear, coherent 

paragraphs, using discourse 

markers appropriately 



 
 

S2  I can use a range of 

punctuation advanced 

accurately – particularly 

colons and semi-colons  

S3  I can use a range of 

sentence starters and 

sentence types to engage my 

audience 

S4  I can structure my writing 

so that my paragraphs are 

linked together logically 

matching the correct tone 

S5  My paragraphs are 

detailed and can develop the 

point I want to make, using 

varied language devices 

S1  I can spell carefully 

chosen vocabulary 

accurately so that it is 

engages my audience 

S2  I can use a range of 

advanced punctuation 

accurately, such as 

colons and semi-colons 

S3  I can use a range of 

sentence starters and 

sentence types to 

engage my audience 

S4  I can structure my 

writing so that my 

paragraphs are linked 

together logically 

matching the correct 

tone 

S5  My paragraphs are 

detailed and include a 

range of language 

devices 

S6  I can start to track how 

characters and themes 

develop across a text 

Challenge 

 

Pupils will learn how to 

talk about context in 

relation to both of these 

texts, considering how 

the social/historical 

context (AO3), links to 

the novel/play. Pupils will 

also be challenged 

through ‘big’ ideas, such 

as the concepts 

mentioned at the bottom 
of this document.  

Pupils will be challenged 

through both collaborative 

and independent analysis of 

non-fiction extracts. Pupils 

will build on skills from Year 

7 in order to further develop 

AO2 language analysis skills. 

Pupils will spend the second 

half of this term focusing on 

transactional writing skills, 

with the end aim of writing a 
speech for their end of term 

assessment. As a new skill 

from Year 7, Pupils will work 

on comparing non-fiction 

texts whilst also analysing a 

writer’s viewpoint. 

Pupils will be challenged 

through analysis of unseen 

poems and comparing two 

poems of a similar theme. 

Pupils will continue to develop 

reading analysis skills whilst also 

interleaving a more challenging 

skill of poetry comparison. 

Pupils will be challenged 

through both 

collaborative and 

independent analysis of 

fiction extracts. Pupils 

will build on skills from 

Half Terms 1-3 and 

Year 7 in order to 

further develop AO2 

language analysis skills, 

as well as AO2 
structure skills. Pupils 

will start to consider 

alternative 

interpretations in order 

to further develop their 

reading responses. 

Pupils will spend the 

second half of this term 

focusing on descriptive 

writing skills, with the 

Pupils will be challenged 

through considering structure 

of a play and how characters 

and themes develop over 

time. Pupils will continue to 

develop reading analysis skills, 

cumulating in mid and end of 

term assessments with a 

literature style focus. The 

language in Shakespeare’s 

plays can prove challenging 
for some, so reciprocal 

reading will be embedded to 

support Pupils with this 

through the ‘clarifying’ 

process. Challenge will also 

be present as Pupils link the 

play to Elizabethan context.  

Pupils will be challenged 

through developing their 

skills in transactional 

writing and narrative 

writing. Pupils will continue 

to consider structure in 

more depth, such as how 

to use a cyclical structure 

to achieve effects. Pupils 

will focus on a cumulative 

build of skills and 
knowledge, such as how to 

plan a piece of writing, 

developing skills across the 

weeks to ending with an 

extended piece of writing 

(e.g. varying sentences.). 

Pupils will also work on 

drafting and editing work. 



 
 

 

end aim of writing a 

GCSE style narrative 

for their end of term 

assessment. 

Mid Term 

Assessment 

 

Transactional Writing: 

Newspaper Article 

How does the writer use 

language to…? 

 

Unseen style: How does the 

poem ‘…’ present the theme of 

violence? 

Paper 1 Q3: How does 

the writer use structure 

to interest you as a 

reader? 

Devices quiz on Forms Assessment Week: Round 

up quiz on Forms 

End of Term 

Assessment 

 

Literature Style: How 

does Hinton present the 

character of Ponyboy 

throughout the novel? 

Transactional Writing: 

Speech 

Poetry comparison: How is war 

presented in ‘…’ and ‘…’? 

Narrative Writing; 

Write about a time 

you… 

Shakespeare assessment Descriptive Writing  

 

Speaking and Listening 

assessment 

Links to 

SMSC/British Values 

 

Both of these texts cover 

important life issues such 

as: gang violence, poverty, 

social class and abuse. In 

‘The Outsiders’, there are 

also ideas relating to 

death. Within both 

topics, there are 

opportunities for 

discussion and debate to 

actively encourage talk 

around these topics some 

Pupils may find sensitive 

in nature.   

Through the theme of 

‘Inspirational People, Pupils 

will explore a range of public 

figures who have spoken 

about a range of pertinent 

topics, such as: racism, 

LGBTQ+ rights, feminism etc. 

As half term 1, there are 

opportunities embedded 

within the scheme to discuss 

any sensitive topics, as well as 

develop oracy skills through 

debate.  

This unit of work will allow 

Pupils to explore a range of 

conflict literature, including 

some classic war literature. 

Themes of violence, war and 

death will be covered which 

could impact children from a 

military background. Pupils will 

also cover more recent conflict 

poetry, linking ideas to racism 

from the Year 7 poetry scheme 

of work.  

This scheme of work 

will focus on some 

Gothic Literature 

extracts in order to 

build analysis skills of a 

fiction texts. Some 

extracts will be taken 

from British Literary 

Heritage texts such as: 

Dracula, Frankenstein 

and Wuthering Heights, 

with the aim of 

broadening literary 

knowledge. 

Linking to the National 

curriculum, Pupils will study 

this Shakespeare text in line 

with promoting British Values 

and heritage texts. This 

particular play covers topics 

such as gender roles and 

relationships. 

n/a 

Homework  

 

Accelerated Reader 

AO6 Quizzes on Forms 

Accelerated Reader 

AO6 Quizzes on Forms 

Accelerated Reader 

AO6 SENECA 

Accelerated Reader 

AO6 SENECA 

Accelerated Reader 

AO6 SENECA 

Accelerated Reader 

AO6 SENECA 


