
 



Department - English                                Year - 10 
 

 

 

Autumn 1 

‘An Inspector Calls’ by 

JB Priestley 

Autumn 2 

Language Paper 1 Section 

A 

 

Spring 1 

3 weeks: Anthology poetry 

4 weeks: Language paper 1 

Section B 

Spring 2  

Language Paper 2 

Section A 

Summer 1  

‘Macbeth’ by William 

Shakespeare 

Summer 2 

Mocks, Revision and 

Speaking & Listening 

Intent 

 

To develop Pupil’s 

knowledge of the key 

modern drama needed 

for GCSE examination. 

This unit of work will 

focus specifically on 

themes and characters, 

whilst also embedding 

and interleaving exam 

skills of analysis (AO2) 

and context (AO3) 

To develop Pupils’ analysis 

skills for English Language 

Paper 1. The unit will focus 

on using reading skills to 

analyse unseen extracts. This 

unit of work will start with 

Questions 1 and 2, building 

on Questions 3 and 4 as the 

topic develops and 

progresses. 

 

To teach poems from the ‘Love 

and Relationships’ poetry 

anthology in order to develop a 

knowledge of this part of the 

GCSE specification. Pupils will 

focus on gathering knowledge 

of the key themes and devices 

within the poems, as well as 

utilising comparison skills to 

link to the GCSE specification. 

 

The second half of this half 

term will focus on developing 

descriptive and narrative 

writing skills, developing AO5 

and AO6. 

 

To develop Pupils’ 

analysis skills for English 

Language Paper 2. The 

unit will focus on using 

reading skills to analyse 

unseen extracts. This 

unit of work will start 

with Questions 1 and 2, 

building on Questions 3 

and 4 as the topic 

develops and 

progresses. 

 

To develop Pupils’ knowledge 

of the key Shakespeare 

component needed for GCSE 

examination. This unit of 

work will focus specifically on 

themes and characters, whilst 

also embedding and 

interleaving exam skills of 

analysis (AO2) and context 

(AO3) 

In order to effectively 

prepare Pupils for their 

forecast examinations, this 

unit will focus on revision 

skills such as how to revise 

for English and practice 

exam questions. Time will 

also be utilised here 

completing in class ‘walk 

through’ exams, to prepare 

Pupils sufficiently for mock 

exams. After the mock 

exams, time will be spent 

completing the speaking 

and listening component of 

the language exam, utilising 

skills previously covered in 

Language paper 2. Speeches 

will be performed and 

recorded. 

Assessment 

Objectives 

 

AO1: Read, understand 

and respond 

AO2: Analyse language 

AO3: Link to Context 

AO4: A range of 

vocabulary and sentence 

structures 

AO1: Identify, interpret, 

synthesise and summarise 

AO2: Analyse 

language/structure 

AO4: Evaluate critically 

AO: Read, understand and 

respond 

AO2: Analyse language 

AO3: Link to Context 

AO5: Content and organisation 

AO6: Technical Accuracy 

AO1: Identify, interpret, 

synthesise and 

summarise 

AO2: Analyse 

language/structure 

AO3: Compare 

ideas/perspectives 

AO1: Read, understand and 

respond 

AO2: Analyse language 

AO3: Link to Context 

AO4: A range of vocabulary 

and sentence structures 

Speaking & Listening 

AO7: Present formally 

AO8: Listen and respond 

appropriately to questions 

Retention 

 

Retention starters for this 

half term will focus on a 

cumulative knowledge of 

‘An Inspector Calls’, 

whilst also covering 

topics previously studied 

including ‘A Christmas 

Carol’.  

Retention starters for this 

half term will focus on a 

cumulative knowledge of 

‘Language Paper 1, whilst also 

covering topics previously 

studied including ‘ACC’ and 

‘AIC’. 

Retention starters for this half 

term will focus on a cumulative 

knowledge of ‘Relationships 

Poetry’, whilst also covering 

topics previously studied 

including ‘ACC’, ‘AIC’. 

Retention starters for 

this half term will focus 

on a cumulative 

knowledge of ‘Lang 

Paper 2, whilst also 

covering topics 

previously studied 

including ‘AIC’, ‘ACC’ 

and poetry. 

Retention starters for this 

half term will focus on a 

cumulative knowledge of 

‘’Macbeth’, whilst also 

covering topics previously 

studied including ‘ACC’, 

‘AIC’, poetry and language. 

Retention starters for this 

half term will focus on a all 

topics covered this year 



Skills 

 

Pupils will develop 

language analysis skills 

whilst embedding these 

into literature style 

questions (linking to the 

AQA GCSE 

specification). Pupils will 

consider how themes and 

characters develop across 

the play. Pupils will also 

further develop their 

knowledge of stagecraft 

from Year 8 and Year 9, 

as well as embedding 

clear links to context 

(AO3). 

The key skills developed in 

this unit of work are both 

reading and writing skills. The 

reading skills are: identify, 

analyse, synthesise and 

compare. The key language 

skills are transactional 

writing, covering a range of 

skills including how to plan an 

answer, how to structure a 

response and how to develop 

detailed paragraphs. 

The key skills for the first three 

weeks are predominantly 

poetry based. Pupils will 

continue to develop their 

poetic analysis skills from KS3 

by exploring the ‘romantic’ 

theme poetry from the GCSE 

AQA poetry anthology. Pupils 

will develop poetry comparison 

skills, being able to clearly 

identify links between poems 

and making clear comparisons 

in essay style writing. 

The final three weeks will focus 

on AO5 and AO6 language. 

Pupils will focus on each aspect 

of the language creative writing, 

as we recognise the importance 

of this given the GCSE 

weightings for English Language. 

Pupils will build on skills 

developed a more advanced 

way from KS3 building on 

writing skills (e.g. embedding 

varied sentence lengths, cyclical 

structures etc.). 

Pupils will focus on all 

language AOs for this 

unit of work, with a 

specific focus on AO4 

(the 20-mark question). 

Pupils will develop language 

analysis skills whilst 

embedding these into 

literature style questions 

(linking to the AQA GCSE 

specification). Pupils will 

consider how themes and 

characters develop across the 

play. Pupils will also further 

develop their knowledge of 

stagecraft from Year 8 and 

Year 9, as well as embedding 

clear links to context (AO3). 

Pupils will revise and 

practice all skills for Lang 

and Lit paper 1. They will 

then spend time on AO7 

and AO8 for Speaking and 

listening assessment. 

Challenge 

 

Pupils will be challenged 

here through their 

application of knowledge 

into GCSE exam style 

questions, tracking 

development of 

characters and themes. 
This text (historically a 

GCSE novel) is also 

challenging in both 

language and key 

concepts, which will 

stretch Pupils of all 

abilities. 

Pupils will be challenged 

through application of GCSE 

skills into GCSE texts. Pupils 

will read extracts of a GCSE 

standard, and will begin to 

answer GCSE style paper 1 

exam style questions in 
depth. 

Pupils will be challenged here 

through their application of 

knowledge into GCSE exam 

style questions, comparing 

poems by theme and 

commenting on language and 

structural features within GCSE 
poetry. 

 

Pupils here will be stretched 

through their development of 

writing skills, including 

application of more advanced 

skills including cyclical 

structure, interleaving semantic 

fields, advanced vocabulary and 

repeated ideas. 

Pupils will be challenged 

through application of 

GCSE skills into GCSE 

texts. Pupils will read 

extracts of a GCSE 

standard, and will begin 

to answer GCSE style 
paper 2 exam style 

questions in depth. 

Pupils will be challenged here 

through their application of 

knowledge into GCSE exam 

style questions, tracking 

development of characters 

and themes. This text 

(historically a GCSE novel) is 
also challenging in both 

language and key concepts, 

which will stretch Pupils of all 

abilities. 

Pupils will be challenged 

here through their 

application of knowledge 

into GCSE exam style 

questions, tracking 

development of characters 

and themes. This text 
(historically a GCSE novel) 

is also challenging in both 

language and key concepts, 

which will stretch Pupils of 

all abilities. 

Pupils will be challenged 

through application of 

GCSE skills into GCSE 

texts. Pupils will read 

extracts of a GCSE 



 

 

standard, and will begin to 

answer GCSE style paper 1 

exam style questions in 

depth. 

Mid Term 

Assessment 

 

How does Priestley 

present Mr Birling as an 

unlikeable character in 

‘An Inspector Calls’? [34 

marks] 

Q 1, 2, 3 Poetry theme question Q4 Compare How does Shakespeare… n/a 

End of Term 

Assessment 

 

How does Priestley… Q4 Language Q5 Q1-4? How does Shakespeare… English Language Paper 1 

(full paper) 

English Literature Paper 2 ? 

Links to 

SMSC/British Values 

 

This play is an allegory, 

and focuses on moral, 

social and political 

conscience. There are 

themes and topics 

relating to: poverty, social 

class, capitalism, 

socialism, sexual assault 

and suicide. 

Conversations take place 

in the classroom to 

support Pupils through 

these sensitive topics, 

whilst also uncovering 

moral messages and 

linking to the AOs (see 

above). 

n/a Pupils will cover a range of 

sensitive topics in this poetry 

study, including themes such as: 

death, break ups and friendship 

etc. Pupils will study these 

poems to uncover language 

skills, but will also be given 

opportunities to discuss issues 

where needed. 

n/a Linking to the National 

curriculum, Pupils will study 

this Shakespeare text in line 

with promoting British Values 

and heritage texts. This 

particular play covers topics 

such as gender roles and 

relationships. 

n/a 

Homework  

 

Retention Quizzes on 

Microsoft Forms 

Retention Quizzes on 

Microsoft Forms 

Retention Quizzes on 

Microsoft Forms 

Retention Quizzes on 

Microsoft Forms 

Retention Quizzes on 

Microsoft Forms 

Revision Booklets to 

support with exam 

preparation 


