
 
 
 

 

      Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
Firstly, I would like to take the opportunity to introduce myself in writing to you from the 
Senior Leadership Team for the first time.  I have had the privilege of working in Billingham 
since January 2008 and will know many of you and your families, seeing many pupils 
through the school as a teacher, Head of Department for History, and as a Head of Year for 
many years.  I look forward to establishing a positive relationship with you and to help 
further improve links with the wider community.  I will stay in regular contact with you 
regarding your child’s journey at Northfield including around attendance, well-being, 
mental health, calendared school events such as our annual prize night and summer fayre, 
and for behaviour and rewards.  
 
Uniform 
 
At the start of a new term, it is the ideal time to just refresh expectations.  Although the vast 
majority of pupils have returned from the Christmas holidays in the correct attire, we have 
been in dialogue with all pupils this week reminding pupils of our standards for uniform, 
(including being prepared for their P.E. lessons.)  All pupils are required to attend every day 
in full uniform: 
 
Boys – Compulsory - grey trousers, white shirt with collar, school tie, school blazer with 
Northfield crest, plain black shoes (not trainers).  Optional – Plain black school jumper 
with Northfield crest 
 
Girls – Compulsory – grey checked skirt or grey trousers, white shirt with collar, school 
tie, school blazer with Northfield crest, plain black shoes (not trainers).  Optional – Plain 
black school jumper with Northfield crest 
 
Please note girls are NOT permitted to wear leggings.   
 
If pupils attend school without correct uniform, their Guidance Team will offer a loan of 
tie/blazer/skirt – failure to comply will this reasonable request will be dealt with in line 
with our behaviour policy and as defiance. 
 



Please can I remind you that no jewellery is permitted except a wrist watch and if a pupil 
wants to have their ears pierced, that this should take place at the start of summer holidays.  
Nail varnish should not be worn by any pupil.   

Support for the cost of replacing uniform 

I am acutely aware that families may need some support in replacing uniform in the 
difficult times in which we live.  We take a very supportive view of this as a school and we 
hold a store of uniform to help in these situations, including a store of new plain black 
shoes.  There should be no stigma in reaching out for support and we will offer support very 
discreetly.  We will help, please contact me directly at the school or alternatively, let our 
Family Support Worker, Mrs Carroll, know by emailing: 
familysupportworker@northfieldssc.org 

Uniform swap shop and helping the environment 

We wish to further support all families in replacing good quality uniform which their child 
has simply outgrown.  I will be looking to put several dates in the school calendar to provide 
opportunities for families to swap uniform that their child has outgrown for bigger sizes. 
The first step in being able to offer a good swap shop would be to further increase our supply 
of unwanted uniform.  Therefore, we would welcome donations of uniform from previous 
school leavers or from parents who just wish to donate no longer wanted items to the 
school.  This would not only help further remove the needless stigma of using used 
clothing, it would save countless items of clothing reaching landfill sites before their 
natural shelf life.  I will be in touch with dates of our first swap shops in due course.  We will 
be offering incentives for our Y11 cohort to donate any unwanted uniform at their leaver’s 
assembly after their G.C.S.Es.   

Parent Teacher Association (PTA) 
Many of you may have previously been part of our PTA under the work of Mr Richardson 
for many years.  These meetings are informal and have a real friendly atmosphere.  The PTA 
will meet each half term to discuss further enhancing our community links. I am keen to 
get this back up and running (COVID permitting.)  Date to be confirmed of the first meeting. 
Please click this link if you are interested in joining our PTA: 
 https://forms.office.com/r/Q14BcAeY47 

  Kind Regards, 

 Mr. Gary Hetherington 

  Assistant Headteacher  
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