
 
 
 

 

26th February 2021 

Re-opening of schools and colleges from the 8th March 2021. 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all parents and carers for their support, encouragement and constructive 

feedback received during the last few weeks - it has been extremely valuable. All pupils should be very proud of the 

way they have coped with the demands of home learning; they have shown great resilience and independence. 

Parents should be very proud too - juggling the demands of home learning and home working is not easy. Our 

challenge now is to focus upon the transition back into full-time school-based learning - we are really pleased to be 

able to welcome all pupils back to school on Monday 8th March 2021.   

As you will be aware, as part of the wider re-opening of schools, all secondary school pupils will be required to take 

three COVID-19 tests as they return to the classroom from the 8th March at existing school testing facilities. After an 

initial programme of three tests in school, pupils will be provided with two rapid tests to use each week at home           

( further details about that process to follow). You will be aware from my previous correspondence that testing for 

those without coronavirus symptoms is undertaken using quicker COVID-19 tests known as ‘lateral flow tests’.  

Along with the other protective measures we are taking, these tests will help staff and pupils to remain in school 

safely. Up to one third of people who have coronavirus experience no symptoms. Routine testing will help to stop the 

virus spreading and help to keep our school open as safely as possible. The test is voluntary, but I would encourage 

everyone to take it. Only those pupils for whom we have consent will be tested. 

In order to allow for a full and prompt return for all pupils on Monday 8th March 2021, we are organising an 

opportunity for all pupils to receive their first lateral flow test by appointment on either Thursday 4th or Friday 5th 

March. Pupils will then need to be tested on two further occasions, ideally three to five days apart, over the course of 

the first two weeks back in school.  They will be called from a lesson to take their second and third test. 

Pupils should attend school promptly at the time of their appointment and should wear a face covering at all times 

when in the building. Upon completion of the lateral flow test, they will be asked to return home immediately.  For 

appointments next week, pupils do not need to wear school uniform. All pupils (including Year 7) are to arrive at the 

student reception entrance in the main school. 

Pupils who are attending school at present as part of our key worker and vulnerable provision can continue to do so 

up until Friday 5th March.  They will follow the testing schedule along with all other pupils, but will come out of a lesson 

at their allocated time. 

 



 

If you are happy for your child to be tested, please visit https://northfieldssc.org/parents/covid  

Here you will find links to the following -    

1. Our privacy statement which provides further details about how we will use the personal information you provide 

in relation to the process of asymptomatic Covid-19 testing. 

2. An instruction leaflet which provides information about administering the test.  Tests will be self-administered, 

supervised by a trained member of staff. 

3.  A consent form - you must complete one form per child (if you have not already done so by the end of Tuesday 

2nd March). 

4. Our testing risk assessment. 

Testing Schedule -  
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The test will be supervised by trained staff. The ‘lateral flow’ tests are quick and easy to do, using a swab of the nose 

and throat. To reach this stage, the test has been tested at Public Health England’s research laboratories in 

partnership with Oxford University. The tests have lower sensitivity but they are better at picking up cases when a 

person has higher viral load, hence the need to test frequently. 

Who would not be eligible to take part in the lateral flow testing programme? 

• Those who have had a positive covid test result (PCR) in the previous 90 days. 

• Those non-consenting to take part in the testing programme. 

What if a pupil tests positive following a lateral flow test? 

Participating pupils who test positive will be informed about their results individually. Where participants are under 16, 

parents or carers will also be notified.  Those pupils testing positive will then need to self-isolate for ten days as per 

current guidelines. 

What happens if a pupil tests negative?  

Pupils will be able to resume their activities as normal. A pupil will only be told if they test positive on a ‘lateral flow’ 

test, so if you do not hear, you can assume it was negative. A small number of pupils may need to repeat the test if 

the first test was invalid or void for some reason. 

What if a close contact at school tests positive? 

A close contact of someone in school who has tested positive for COVID-19 will need to self-isolate for ten days as 

per current guidance. We would contact parents and carers in the normal way and ask them to collect their child from 

school. 

What if my child develops symptoms? 

This testing programme at school is for people with no symptoms. If your child develops symptoms at any time (such 

as a high temperature; a new, continuous cough; or a loss or change to their sense of smell or taste) they must 

immediately self-isolate and book a test by calling 119  or visiting https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test. 

This is the next in a long run of challenges to come our way in recent months and we will continue to support our staff 

and pupils throughout this time. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you need this information in any other language 

or format or if you have any further questions. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Richard Henderson 

Headteacher  
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