
 
 
 

 

13th July 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers of incoming Year 7, 

Arrangements for the start of term September 2021. 

As you will be aware, a number of the current Covid-19 measures which schools currently have in place will no longer 

be required from September, as outlined in the latest government guidance. 

However, schools have been asked to organise and administer supervised on-site lateral flow testing for all pupils on 

two occasions, three to five days apart at the start of the new term.  This, as in March, is designed to reduce the risk 

of pupils who may be positive returning to the school setting and potentially transmitting the virus to other pupils and 

staff. This process will help to stop the virus spreading and help to keep our school open as safely as possible.  As in 

March, the testing programme is voluntary, but I would encourage everyone to take part. Only those pupils for 

whom we have consent will be tested.  

The government has given schools permission to delay the start of term to facilitate the testing on site.  This is 

absolutely necessary for us if we are to test all pupils twice, safely and in the requisite timescales.  Completing all 

testing before lessons begin will mean that our pupils’ first day of term will be free from disruption due to testing and 

will allow us to do all the usual things associated with a first day of term such as welcome assemblies.  

The following schedule will apply -   

Date 
 

Year 7 and Year 11 Years 8,9,10 

Tuesday 31St August  1sfat test then home  

Wednesday 1st September No testing - Staff PD Day No testing - Staff PD Day 

Thursday 2nd September  1st test then home 

Friday 3rd September 2nd test then home  

Monday 6th September Start of term 8.40 2nd test then home 

Tuesday 7th September  Start of term 8.40 
 

The test will be supervised by trained staff. The ‘lateral flow’ tests are quick and easy to do, using a swab of the nose 

and throat. To reach this stage, the test has been tested at Public Health England’s research laboratories in 

partnership with Oxford University. The tests have lower sensitivity but they are better at picking up cases when a 

person has higher viral load, hence the need to test frequently. 

 

 



 

Who would not be eligible to take part in the lateral flow testing programme? 

• Those who have had a positive Covid test result (PCR) in the previous 90 days. 

• Those non-consenting to take part in the testing programme. 

Pupils should attend the Sportsdrome promptly at the time of their appointment (see schedule below) and we 

recommend wearing a face covering. Upon completion of the lateral flow test, pupils will be asked to return home 

immediately.  Pupils do not need to wear school uniform when attending for their test, tests usually take less than five 

minutes and there will be a queuing system in place to help registration run smoothly. Parents and carers may 

accompany their child to their appointment should they wish. 

What if a pupil tests positive following a lateral flow test? 

Participating pupils who test positive will be informed about their results individually. Where participants are under 16, 

parents or carers will also be notified.  Those pupils testing positive will then need to self-isolate and book a PCR test. 

What happens if a pupil tests negative?  

Pupils will be able to resume their activities as normal. A pupil will only be told if they test positive on a ‘lateral flow’ 

test, so if you do not hear, you can assume it was negative. A small number of pupils may need to repeat the test if 

the first test was invalid or void for some reason.  

Pupils testing negative on both tests can attend school as normal as per the above schedule. 

What if my child develops symptoms? 

This testing programme at school is for people with no symptoms. If your child develops symptoms at any time (such 

as a high temperature; a new, continuous cough; or a loss or change to their sense of smell or taste) they must 

immediately self-isolate and book a test by calling 119  or visiting https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test. 

Appointments – To make the process run as efficiently as possible, we would ask pupils to attend at the following 

times -   

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test


 

Consent -   

If you are happy for your child to take part in the testing programme, please visit 

https://www.northfieldssc.org/93/covid-19-1  

Here you will find links to the following -    

1. Our privacy statement which provides further details about how we will use the personal information you provide 

in relation to the process of asymptomatic Covid-19 testing. 

2. An instruction leaflet which provides information about administering the test.  Tests will be self-administered, 

supervised by a trained member of staff. 

3.  Our testing risk assessment. 

4. A consent form - you must complete one form per child by 27th August 2021. 

This is another challenge to come our way and we will continue to support our staff and pupils throughout this time.  I 

appreciate this is new for our current Year 6 pupils and parents so please do not hesitate to contact us if you need 

this information in any other language or format or if you have any further questions. 

I will write again before the end of term with all the other information in readiness for September. 

Thank you for your support. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Richard Henderson 

Headteacher  
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