
Dear parent/guardian,

I am pleased to send the spring update regarding local safeguarding information. This term’s 
focus is online safety/safeguarding, featuring the risks and preventative measures parents and 
pupils can take to minimise the associated risks of online technology and social media sites.

Kind regards,

Mr Hetherington, Assistant Head teacher

We joined in with Safer Internet Day in February 
with a round of virtual assemblies delivered by Mr 
Wallace, Director of ICT, on the dangers of the 
internet and reminding pupils how to remain safe 
online. The theme for this year’s Safer Internet 
Day was ‘want to talk about it? Making space for 
conversations about life online’. 

Coordinated in the UK by the UK Safer Internet 
Centre, the celebration saw thousands of 
organisations get involved to promote the 

safe, responsible and positive use of digital 
technology for children and young people. 
The idea is that all key stakeholders, including 
parents, take time to listen to children and young 
people and make positive change together. We 
will continue to stress, guide and teach young 
people how to stay safe and be aware of the 
issues that come from the modern online world 
we live in. Please click here to view some of the 
information/advice given

12 months ago, I wrote in the first edition of the 
safeguarding update regarding ‘muggies’ being 
uploaded on social media platforms. This is still 
an ongoing problem for parents to be aware 
of. These so-called ‘muggies’ pages are not 
endorsed or encouraged by the school. 

Such images are usually taken and uploaded 
without consent, which causes upset to members 
of the school community. Once we are made 
aware of the images and/or pages, we report 
them to the social media platform requesting for 
them to be removed. 

Please note, we do not have the jurisdiction to 
remove these images and/or pages by school 
request. We encourage parents, carers, pupils 
and staff that are concerned to contact the 
networking sites directly to report the use of such 
pictures, the more they are reported, the more 

seriously the reports are taken by the relevant 
sites. To do this, you simply click on the ellipsis 
(three dots) on the relevant image and click 
‘report’.

For more serious issues, we recommend that 
parents contact the police directly. We are clear 
with regards to incidents that take place during 
the school day involving social media, and any 
issue involving Northfield pupils will be dealt with 
appropriately using our behavioural policy as 
the use of mobile phones/social networking are 
prohibited within school grounds. 

Please ensure your child is aware of the 
consequences of inappropriate use of social 
media and messaging services – ‘malicious 
communications’ and ‘harassment’ are both 
serious criminal offences.

GHetherington
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https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2023/parents-and-carers
https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2023/parents-and-carers


This academic year some pupils have faced 
online problems. These include friendship issues, 
bullying and potential sexual exploitation. 
We would highly recommend parents to take 
advantage of our brilliant partnership with 
National Safety Online. They run over 25 tutorials 
which are aimed to educate, guide and advise 

parents/carers about the many dangers our 
young people face. As a parent of four myself, 
I have undertaken many of these not just in my 
professional capacity but as a parent struggling 
with the fast-natured pace of technological 
change. I have found them very helpful, not too 
heavy and easy to understand and navigate. 

To create your account, please click here to 
complete your details. When you’re set up, you’ll 
be able to set ‘Parent/Carer’ as your user type.

You can access National Online Safety online by 
computer, laptop, smartphone or tablet and via 
our brand-new smartphone app. 

To download the app, please click on the 
following links

Apple app download

Google app download

Alternatively, search for ‘National Online Safety’ 
in the App Store/Google Play Store.

Click here to view answers to frequently and 
information on NOS customer services

• Online relationships
• Fake profiles and social bots
• Online bullying
• Online grooming
• Child sexual exploitation
• Sexual harassment and violence
• Sexting
• Live streaming
• Online identity
• Screen addiction
• Online challenges
• Overspending
• Social media platforms

• Online gambling
• Radicalisation, terrorism and extremism 
• Age inappropriate content 
• Copyright and ownership 
• Hacking 
• Fake news 
• Online fraud 
• Online reputation 
• Personal data 
• Pornography 
• Targeted adverts and pop-ups 
• The dark web 
• Games and trends

Online Safety issues

The tutorials are presented by Mylee Klass on topics such as:

How to access your FREE parent/carer account 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/northfield-school-and-sports-college
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/national-online-safety/id1530342372
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=uk.co.nationaleducationgroup.nos
https://helpdesk.thenationalcollege.co.uk/helpcentre
https://helpdesk.thenationalcollege.co.uk/helpcentre


You may be aware of the increased national 
publicity around child sexual exploitation (CSE). 
We have done a lot of work in school around this 
through our life skills curriculum, assemblies and 
in Morning Form Time. 

CSE occurs where an individual or group takes 
advantage of an imbalance of power to coerce, 
manipulate or deceive a child or young person 
under the age of 18 into sexual activity. CSE can 
take place in person, online or a combination of 
both. It is a hidden crime and the children and 

young people involved may not be aware they 
are being groomed and abused. 

We have surveyed, anonymously, every pupil 
in school to seek their views about their 
experiences. In response, we have posters in key 
areas in school which flag this up and encourage 
pupils to report any issue and to not pass this off 
as acceptable or ‘part of growing up.’ This is the 
culture we have at school and we look to keep 
this at the forefront of minds of all stakeholders, 
pupils, parents, carers, staff and governors.

NSPCC

If you would like to know more, the NSPCC have a range of information and links to resources and further 
reading around the topic of child sexual exploitation. Some of the topics include:

Click here to view the NSPCC information

• The impact of CSE
• Behavioural and physical indicators
• Risks and vulnerability factors
• Perpetrators of CSE
• Responding to CSE

• Prevention (including promoting healthy 
relationships and raising awareness)

• Direct work with children who have 
experienced CSE (Letting the Future In)

• Legislation and guidance

Preventing Child Sexual Exploitation

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-abuse-and-neglect/child-sexual-exploitation
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Furthermore, on this topic, another good 
guide is this online guide from the Children’s 
Commissioner produced a guide outlining ‘young 
people’s advice on talking to your child about 
online sexual harassment’. It was produced 
through a series of focus groups with young 

people aged 16-21 who were able to reflect on 
their experiences growing up. It looks at what 
they wish their parents had known and discusses 
pornography, sharing nudes, sexualised bullying, 
editing photos and body image and child-on-
child pressure.

Click here to view the guide

Online Sexual Harassment: A guide for parents

https://assets.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wpuploads/2021/12/cco_talking_to_your_child_about_online_sexual_harassment_a-guide_for_parents_dec_2021.pdf

