
Dear Parent/Carers,

I am delighted to present to you our first termly Safeguarding and Pastoral update. This is where we will share with you some of
the safeguarding information relevant to Northfield, Billingham and the Stockton area.
As you know, our aim is to provide exceptional pastoral guidance to all of our pupils and to ensure they feel safe and supported
in school. We have an extensive Guidance Team headed by Mr Hetherington, with our five Heads of Year, who, alongside their
Assistant Head of Year and Year Manager, lead a team of tutors to provide day to day support and guidance to each pupil. The
Year Team stays with their own Year Group throughout their time in the school.
We also have a safeguarding team of Mr Bimson and Mr Ankers (Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads – DDSLs) and Mr
Hetherington (Designated Safeguarding Lead - DSL). Our safeguarding team work alongside the Guidance Team to liaise with
outside agencies to provide support to all pupils.
Our PLC (Personalised Learning Centre) provides support to pupils who struggle to access aspects of the school curriculum and
is headed up brilliantly by Mrs Strange (also a trained Thrive practitioner) and supported by Mr Rowe. We also have two newly
appointed Behaviour Support Officers (BSOs) Mr Ornsby and Mr Chisholm, Miss Stobie as Attendance Manager and Mrs Carroll
as Family Support Worker. We also buy into therapeutic support through ABC and Alliance, which post pandemic is extremely
important to some of our pupils who struggle with their emotions and/or mental health.

I hope you find our new Safeguarding and Pastoral update informative and helpful. If I can help in anyway regarding your child’s
day to day experience at Northfield, please get in touch.

Kind Regards,
Mr Hetherington
Assistant Head teacher
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The dangers of carrying
knives 

Parents/carers/pupils may have seen the
BBC iPlayer series ‘We are England’. In a
recent episode entitled ‘Knife Angels’,
Teesside and Billingham were featured.
Worryingly, a Billingham police officer
interviewed on the programme stated
that is it a regular occurrence to be
called about ‘machetes and blades’ that
young people carry to ‘defend’
themselves. Northfield offers a lot of
work, advice and guidance around this
topic in Life skills (Y9) and through our
assembly programme. We would urge
parents to talk to their children about
this serious and potentially deadly issue.
Please click on the link to watch the full
episode featuring the ‘Knife Angel’,
made up of knives seized/handed in to
the police.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0015
zrz/we-are-england-true-crime-knife-angels#t

 

Social networking 
sites 

We have been made aware of the growing
trend of sites set up on Instagram and
Facebook which contain photographs of our
pupils. These so-called ‘Muggies’ pages are
not endorsed or encouraged by the school.
We work with social networking sites to
report and encourage the removal of such
sites that cause harm, circulate pictures
without parent/pupil/staff consent and that
upset members of the school community.
Please note, we do not have the jurisdiction
to remove these sites by parental request.
We encourage parents/pupils/staff that are
concerned to contact the networking sites
directly to report the use of such pictures.
The more they are reported, the more
seriously the reports are taken by the
relevant sites. For more serious issues, we
recommend that parents contact the police
directly.
We are clear with regards to incidents that
take place during the school day involving
social media, any issue involving Northfield
pupils will be dealt with appropriately using
our behavioural policy.
The use of mobile phones/social networking
are prohibited within school grounds. Please
ensure your child is aware of the
consequences of inappropriate use of social
media and messaging services – ‘malicious
communications’ and ‘harassment’ are both
serious criminal offences.

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0015zrz/we-are-england-true-crime-knife-angels#t


LIFE SKILLS TOPICS FOR THE SUMMER TERM 

 

All pupils in Years 7-10 are taught Life Skills every Friday during period 1. This is largely taught in
tutor groups by tutors so pupils feel more confident, comfortable and supported in discussing a wide
variety of topics and content. Topics studied this term include:

 

Year 7

Summer 1
Relationships
Family relationships
Keeping good friendships
Keeping safe and positive relationships
Internet safety – online grooming

Summer 2
Living in the wider world
Creating a personal budgeting plan
How can we budget our money?
How can we shop ethically?
Savings, loans and interest rates
What are the different financial products for?
What are different financial transactions?
What are wants and needs?

Year 8

Summer 1
Relationships
British community, religion and culture
British values – tolerance and anti-racism
How can we prevent radicalisation and extremism?
How do extreme leaders attract converts?
What is FGM and why is it dangerous?

Summer 2
Living in the wider world
Creating a personal budgeting plan
How can we budget our money?
How can we shop ethically?
Savings, loans and interest rates
What are the different financial products for?
What are different financial transactions?
What are wants and needs?

 

Year 9

Summer 1
Relationships
Safe sex – consent
Safe sex – contraception
Safe sex – STIs
Safe Sex – sexting and image sharing
Safe sex – the dangers of pornography

Summer 2
Living in the wider world
Self-discipline to achieve
Workplace skills
Work skills – What can we learn from 
entrepreneurs?
How can I avoid debt?
Navigating financial institutions
Our rights as consumers
Online fraud

Year 10

Summer 1
Relationships
Hate crime
Overt and covert racism
Multiculturism
Extremism
Why do people become extremists?

Summer 2
Living in the wider world
Fake news and critical thinking
Independent living
Gambling and online gambling
How can I avoid debt?
Online fraud
Money laundering
Globalisation

Student Concern Form - Did you know?
If any pupil is concerned about either their own well-being or that of another member of the
Northfield School community outside of school hours, they can pass on their concerns via the
student concern form on our website:

 


