
Passport to the World – exploring other cultures through books at Northfield School Library 

In the School Library we have a wide range of books by authors from other cultures and ethnic backgrounds that 
explore other countries, customs and believes through the story and characters. Here are just a few of our 
recommendations for the full list please check they online library. 

Key Stage 3 

Respect by Michaela Morgan 

Powerful inspiring true story of Walter Tull, who overcame a tough childhood in a Children's Home to 
become the first black Premier League football player and the first black infantry officer in the British 
Army. Particularly suitable for struggling, reluctant and dyslexic readers aged 11+ 

 

 

Artichoke Hearts by Sita Brahmachari 

Twelve-year-old Mira comes from a chaotic, artistic and outspoken family where it's not always easy to 
be heard. As her beloved Nana Josie's health declines, Mira begins to discover the secrets of those 
around her, and also starts to keep some of her own. As Mira is experiencing grief for the first time, 
she is also discovering the wondrous and often mystical world around her. An incredibly insightful, 
honest novel exploring the delicate balance, and often injustice, of life and death - but at its heart is a 
celebration of friendship, culture and life. 

Azzi in between by Sarah Garland 

Azzi and her parents are in danger. They have to leave their home and escape to another country on 
a frightening journey by car and boat. In the new country they must learn to speak a new language, 
find a new home and Azzi must start a new school. Azzi begins to learn English, makes a new friend, 
and with courage and resourcefulness, begins to adapt to her new life.  

Drawing on her own experience of working among refugee families, renowned author and illustrator 
Sarah Garland tells, with tenderness and humour, an adventure story told in Graphic Novel format. 

Endorsed by Amnesty International. 

The Fastest Boy in the World by Elizabeth Laird 

Eleven-year-old Solomon loves to run! The great athletes of the Ethiopian national team are his heroes 
and he dreams that one day he will be a gold-medal-winning athlete like them, in spite of his ragged 
shorts and bare feet.  When his beloved grandfather collapses, Solomon knows that getting help from 
his village is up to him. It's a twenty-mile run from the city to home, and grandfather's life hangs in the 
balance. Can the small bare-footed runner with the big heart do it? 

 

Inspirational Lives Malala Yousafzai 

I am Malala. These three words have become synonymous with one girl's tireless campaign for the 
right of young people around the world to have an education. This title explores how Malala 
Yousafzai, a schoolgirl from Pakistan,  stood up to the Taliban and defended her right to an 
education. From her  initial blogging for the BBC, to the shooting that rocked the world, to  her 
emergence as a powerful speaker in favour of feminist rights and being awarded the Noble Peace 
Prize,  Malala's story will amaze and inspire you.  

 

 



Crongton Knights by Alex Wheatle 

Living on the South Crongton council estate has its worries - and life for McKay has been even tougher 
since his mum died. His dad has been working all hours to keep the bailiffs from their door. Poor 
McKay. He never asked for trouble . . . But during one madcap night of adventure and danger, he will 
find out who his true friends are and what it means to stick with your family.  Crongton Knights is a 
very funny, very moving story that shows that although life is testing, the lessons learned the hard way 
are the ones you'll never forget. 

The Boy at the back of the class by Onjali Q. Rauf 

Told with heart and humour, The Boy at the Back of the Class is a child's perspective on the refugee 
crisis, highlighting the importance of friendship and kindness in a world that doesn't always make 
sense. Winner of the Blue Peter book award for best story 2019 

 

 

The Un-forgotten Coat by Frank Cotterill-Boyce 

Two refugee brothers from Mongolia are determined to fit in with their Liverpool schoolmates, 
but bring so much of Mongolia to Bootle that their new friend and guide, Julie, is hard-pressed to 
know truth from fantasy as she recollects a wonderful friendship that was abruptly ended when 
Chingis and his family were forced to return to Mongolia. Told with the humour, warmth and 
brilliance of detail which characterizes Frank Cottrell Boyce's writing, this magical and compelling 
story is enriched by stunning and atmospheric Polaroid photos.  

 

Drawing a veil by Lari Don 

Ellie and Amina are best friends. But when Amina decides to start wearing the hijab, it attracts the 
attention of the bullies. Now Ellie's loyalties are being tested. Has Amina changed? Does it matter if 
best friends have different beliefs? Is she ready to stand up for Amina? A thought-provoking story 
about friendship, religion and modern life. 

. 

 

The girl who stole an elephant by Nizarra Farook 

Set in the beautiful island Sri Lanka Chaya, a no-nonsense, outspoken hero, leads her friends and a 
gorgeous elephant on a noisy, fraught, joyous adventure through the jungle where revolution is 
stirring and leeches lurk. Will stealing the queen's jewels be the beginning or the end of everything for 
the intrepid gang? 

 

 

Windrush Child by Benjamin Zephaniah 

In this heart-stopping adventure based on real historical events, Benjamin Zephaniah shows us what it 
was like to be a child of the Windrush generation. Leonard is shocked when he arrives in Southampton. 
His father is a stranger to him, it’s cold and even the Jamaican food doesn’t taste. But his parents have 
brought him here to try to make a better life, so Leonard does his best not to complain, to make new 
friends, to do well at school – even when people hurt him with their words and with their fists. How 
can a boy so far from home learn to enjoy his new life when so many things count against him? 



Key Stage 4 

 (Un)arranged Marriage by Bali Rai 

Manny is furious when his father arranges his marriage to a Sikh girl he has never met. He rebels by 
skipping school, smoking and shoplifting, but his determined family takes drastic action. Set partly in 
the UK and partly in the Punjab region of India, this is a fresh, bitingly perceptive and totally up-to-
the-minute look at one young man's fight to free himself from family expectations and to be himself, 
free to dance to his own tune. A fantastic and relevant story, told with Rai's trademark mixture of 
humour and emotion.  

 

An Act of Love by Alan Gibbons 

Childhood friends Chris and Imran celebrate the millennium as inseparable blood brothers, they are 
both seven years old.  But by 2011 their lives have taken very different paths.  One has joined the 
Army and served in Afghanistan, the other is a potential jihad recruit. They are no longer friends, and 
there are bitter wounds between them which remain unhealed. Will their childhood bond be strong 
enough to overcome an extremist plot? In a highly-charged, honest and life affirming story, Alan 
Gibbon's cleverly explores the very real issue of terrorism that affects everyone today. 

The Bone Sparrow by Zana Frallion 

Born in a refugee camp, Subhi has never seen the outside world. At night, he dreams that the sea 
finds its way to his tent, bringing with it unusual treasures. And one day it brings him Jimmie: an 
illiterate young girl who lives near the refugee camp. The Bone Sparrow is one of those rare, special 
books that will break your heart with its honesty and beauty, but is ultimately hopeful and uplifting. 
Shortlisted for the Guardian Children's Fiction Prize and endorsed by Amnesty International. 

 

Chandra by Francis Mary Hendry 

Chandra is looking forward to her arranged marriage - her new husband is open-minded and modern-
thinking. But when he dies shortly after their wedding Chandra realizes that she is now the property of 
her husband's family who blame her for their son's death. She escapes into the desert and eventually 
finds her way home - but her husband's family are hot on her heels. 

 

 

Does My Head Look Big In This? by Randa Abdel-Fattah 

Don't panic - I'm Islamic. Amal is a 16-year-old Melbourne teen with all the usual obsessions about 
boys, chocolate and Cosmo magazine. She's also a Muslim, struggling to honour the Islamic faith in a 
society that doesn't' understand it. The story of her decision to 'shawl up' and its attendant anxieties is 
funny, surprising and touching by turns. Brilliantly funny and poignant, Randa Abdel-Fattah's debut 
novel will strike a chord in all teenage readers, no matter what their beliefs. 
 

The Lies We Tell Ourselves by Robin Talley 

Lie #1: I'm not afraid.  Lie #2: I'm sure I'm doing the right thing.  Lie# 3: I don't care what they think of 
me. It's 1959. The battle for civil rights is raging. And it's Sarah's first day of school as one of the first 
black students at previously all-white Jefferson High. No one wants Sarah there. Not the Governor. 
Not the teachers. And certainly not the students. This book will make you angry, it will make you cry, 
but it will also make you smile. It is incredibly well written as the tense, riveting story seamlessly 
combines fiction with historical fact. 



I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up For Education and Was Shot by The Taliban 

Malala was born in the Swat valley in Pakistan during turbulent times of trouble and terror. Religious 
fundamentalists tried to deny her and other girls an education. Targeted and shot because of her 
belief and bravery to stand up against this prejudice, Malala's breath-taking story is shocking, exciting 
and surprising. This is the real life story of one of the most incredible and inspirational young people 
in the world. Reading this book might just change the way you think and feel. It encourages everyone 
to stand up for what is right. 

Noughts and Crosses by Malorie Blackman 

Sephy is a Cross - a member of the dark-skinned ruling class. Callum is a nought - a 'colourless' 
member of the underclass who were once slaves to the Crosses. The two have been friends since 
early childhood. But that's as far as it can go. Against a background of prejudice, distrust and 
mounting terrorist violence, a romance builds between Sephy and Callum - a romance that is to lead 
both of them into terrible danger. 

 

Bone Talk by Candy Gourlay 

The Philippines, 100 years ago. A boy called Samkad wants to become a man. He is desperate to be 
given his own shield, spear and axe. His best friend, Luki, wants to be a warrior too - but she is a girl 
and that is forbidden. Then a new boy arrives in the village and everything changes. He brings news 
that a people called 'Americans' are bringing war right to his home. 

 

 

The Lines We Cross by Randa Abdel-Fattah 

Michael is drawn to his new classmate Mina, but they're on opposite sides of an issue that's tearing 
their town apart. His parents are part of an anti-immigration group, while her family have fled their 
besieged home in Afghanistan. As tensions rise, lines are drawn and both must decide what they want 
their world to look like, no matter the cost. 

 

The hate u give by Angie Thomas 

Sixteen-year-old Starr lives in two worlds: the poor neighbourhood where she was born and raised and 
her posh high school in the suburbs. The uneasy balance between them is shattered when Starr is the 
only witness to the fatal shooting of her unarmed best friend, Khalil, by a police officer. Now what Starr 
says could destroy her community. It could also get her killed. Inspired by the Black Lives Matter 
movement, this is a powerful and gripping YA novel about one girl's struggle for justice. 

 

I am thunder and I wont keep quiet by Muhammed Khan 

Fifteen-year-old Muzna Saleem, who dreams of being a writer, struggles with controlling parents who 
only care about her studying to be a doctor. Forced to move to a new school in South London after 
her best friend is shamed in a scandal, Muzna realizes that the bullies will follow her wherever she 
goes. But deciding to stand and face them instead of fighting her instinct to disappear is harder than 
it looks when there's prejudice everywhere you turn. As her new freedom starts to disappear, Muzna 
is forced to question everything around her and make a terrible choice - keep quiet and betray 
herself, or speak out and betray her heart? 

 



Bookworms Collection 

Lalani of the distant sea by Erin Entrada Kelly 

Alani lives on the island of Sanlagita, a place where plants struggle to grow in the relentless sun, and 
where people live in fear of the spirit of the nearby Mount Kahna. Ruled by a cruel menyoro, Sanlagitans 
obey his demands for complete loyalty yet continue to suffer for what he describes as their sins and 
impure thoughts. No-one is allowed to leave the small village and venture onto the mountain - yet when 
Lalani meets Ellseth, a strange, horned being on Mount Kahna, she realises that there is great magic on 
the island. 

Given by Nandi Taylor 

Yenni is a fierce warrior princess but her father is sick with a wasting illness - and she must find the cure. 
Should she fail, she faces losing her father and exile from her home in the kingdom of Yirba. 
 

 

 

A world below by Wesley King 

Mr. Baker’s eighth grade class thought they were in for a normal field trip to Carlsbad Caverns in New 
Mexico. But when an earthquake hits, their field trip takes a terrifying turn. The students are plunged 
into an underground lake…and their teacher goes missing.They have no choice but to try and make their 
way back above ground, even though no one can agree on the best course of action. The darkness 
brings out everyone’s true self. Supplies dwindle and tensions mount. 

 

Patron Saints of Nothing by Randy Ribay 

Although years have passed since Jay and his cousin Jun were last in contact, when Jay hears of Jun's 
death he travels to Jun's home in the Philippines, hoping to uncover the truth. But the shocking 
realities of life there lead to even more questions. Can Jay find the answers he seeks? 

 

 

The Star outside my window by Onjali Q. Rauf 

Following the disappearance of her mum, 10-year-old Aniyah suddenly finds herself living in foster 
care. With her life in disarray, she knows just one thing for sure: her mum isn't gone for ever. Because 
people with the brightest hearts never truly leave. They become stars. So when a new star is spotted 
acting strangely in the sky, Aniyah is sure it's her mum, and she embarks on the adventure of a 
lifetime to make sure everyone else knows too. Told through the innocent voice of a child and 
celebrates the power of hope and resilience, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading Groups ( x 6 copies) 

Running on the Roof of the World by Jess Butterworth  

Join 12-year-old Tash and her best friend Sam in a story of adventure, survival and hope, set in the 
vivid Himalayan landscape of Tibet and India. Filled with friendship, love and courage, this young girl's 
thrilling journey to save her parents is an ideal read for children aged 9-12. Tash has to follow many 
rules to survive in Tibet, a country occupied by Chinese soldiers. But when a man sets himself on fire in 
protest and soldiers seize Tash's parents, she and her best friend Sam must break the rules. They are 
determined to escape Tibet - and seek the help of the Dalai Lama himself in India. 

The Weight of Water by Sarah Crossan 

Armed with a suitcase and an old laundry bag filled with clothes, Kasienka and her mother head for 
England. Life is lonely for Kasienka. At home her mother's heart is breaking and at school friends are 
scarce. But when someone special swims into her life, Kasienka learns that there might be more than 
one way for her to stay afloat. The Weight of Water is a startlingly original piece of fiction; most simply 
a brilliant coming of age story, it also tackles the alienation experienced by many young immigrants.  

 

Terror Kid by Benjamin Zephaniah 

What is a terrorist? A shocking, moving and timely novel about the choices that shape us. Rico knows 
trouble. He knows the look of it and the sound of it. He also knows to stay away from it as best he can. 
Despite his efforts to stay on the right side of the law, Rico is angry and frustrated at the injustices he 
sees happening at home and around the world. He wants to do something - but what can he do? From 
the bestselling author of REFUGEE BOY comes a powerful novel about justice, trust and idealism gone 
wrong that will make you look again at your definition of a terrorist. 

Now is the Time for Running by Michael Williams 

Deo is a great footballer, a fierce protector of his older brother, Innocent. His brother is easily 
nervous, easily happy but good at keeping score on the dusty fields of Zimbabwe where the boys play. 
Then Mugabe's soldiers come, destroying the only home the boys have known. Now, Deo has nothing 
but his brother, and a football stuffed with billions of worthless dollars. So starts their journey to find 
their father. it is Deo's brotherly love that endures, his belief that he will lead them both to safety. 
Michael Williams is a masterful storyteller who pulls you along the journey of a lifetime. Deo and 

Innocent's journey is a universal story of hope in the face of despair, and the search for a better life 

A Good Day for Climbing Trees by Jaco Jacobs 

Sometimes, in the blink of an eye, you do something that changes your life forever. Like climbing a 
tree with a girl you don't know. Marnus is tired of feeling invisible, living in the shadow of his two 
brothers. His older brother is good at breaking swimming records and girls hearts. His younger 
brother is already a crafty entrepreneur who has tricked him into doing the dishes all summer. But 
when a girl called Leila turns up on their doorstep one morning with a petition, it is the start of an 
unexpected adventure and finally, Marnus gets the chance to be noticed... 

 

Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker Rhodes 

A heart breaking and powerful story about a black boy killed by a white police officer, drawing 
connections with real-life history, from award-winning author Jewell Parker Rhodes.  

Twelve-year-old Jerome doesn’t get into trouble. He goes to school. He does his homework. He takes 
care of his little sister. Then Jerome is shot by a police officer, who mistakes his toy gun for a real 
threat. As a ghost, watching his family trying to cope with his death, Jerome begins to notice other 
ghost boys and that they all have something in common. 



 

101 Club – Adult fiction 

A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini 

Mariam is only fifteen when she is sent to Kabul to marry Rasheed. Nearly two decades later, a 
friendship grows between Mariam and a local teenager, Laila, as strong as the ties between mother 
and daughter. When the Taliban take over, life becomes a desperate struggle against starvation, 
brutality and fear. Yet love can move a person to act in unexpected ways, and lead them to overcome 
the most daunting obstacles with a startling heroism. 

 

Orphan of Islam by Alexander Khan 

Born in 1975 in the UK to a Pakistani father and an English mother, Alexander Khan spent his early 
years as a Muslim in the north of England. But at the age of three his family was torn apart when his 
father took him to Pakistan. Three years on Alex is brought back to England, but kept hidden at all 
times. A fascinating and compelling account of young boy caught between two cultures, this book tells 
the true story of a child desperately searching for his place in the world; the tale of a boy, lost and 
alone, trying to find a way to repair a life shattered by the shocking event he witnessed through a 
crack in the door of a house in an isolated village in Pakistan. 

The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 

Afghanistan, 1975: Twelve-year-old Amir is desperate to win the local kite-fighting tournament and 
his loyal friend Hassan promises to help him. But neither of the boys can foresee what will happen to 
Hassan that afternoon, an event that is to shatter their lives. After the Russians invade and the family 
is forced to flee to America, Amir realises that one day he must return to Afghanistan under Taliban 
rule to find the one thing that his new world cannot grant him: redemption. 

 

The Reluctant Fundamentalist by Mohsin Hamid 

At a café table in Lahore, a Pakistani man begins the tale that has led to his fateful meeting with an 
uneasy American stranger . . . 

Changez is living an immigrant’s dream of America. He thrives on the energy of New York, his work 
at an elite firm, and his budding relationship. For a time, it seems that nothing will stand in the way 
of his meteoric rise to success. But in the wake of September 11, Changez finds his relationship 
crumbling and his exalted status overturned. Allegiances are subsequently unearthed, proving 
themselves more fundamental than money, power and maybe even love. 

 

Escape from Camp 14 by Blaine Harden 

Shin Dong-hyuk was born in the early 1980s inside Camp 14, one of five sprawling political prisons in 
the mountains of North Korea. Located about 55 miles north of Pyongyang, the labour camp is a 
‘complete control district’, a no-exit prison where the only sentence is life. No one born in Camp 14 or 
in any North Korean political prison camp has escaped. No one except Shin. This is his story. 

 

 



Nothing to Envy by Barbara Demick 

North Korea is one of the most repressive and secretive states on earth. Spying is encouraged, the 
media is government controlled, ‘Gone with the Wind’ is a dangerous, banned book. In the 1990s, 
famine descended. Millions of people died, but the regime remained in power. Through extensive 
interviews, the author has created the first portrait of life in this extraordinary country, weaving 
together the stories of six ordinary citizens in a gripping and vivid account of adversity and survival in 
the land of ‘Our Dear Leader’. 

 

What is the What by Dave Eggers 

Valentino Achak Deng is just a boy when conflict separates him from his family and forces him to 
leave his small Sudanese village, joining thousands of other orphans on their long, long walk to 
Ethiopia, where they find safety - for a time. Along the way, Valentino encounters enemy soldiers, 
liberation rebels and deadly militias, hyenas and lions, disease and starvation. But there are 
experiences ahead that will test his spirit in even greater ways than these . . . 

 

The Pursuit of Happyness by Chris Gardner 

Motivated by the promise he made to himself as a fatherless child to never abandon his own 
children, the two spent almost a year moving among shelters, "HO-tels," soup lines, and even 
sleeping in the public restroom of a subway station. Never giving in to despair, Gardner made an 
astonishing transformation from being part of the city's invisible poor to being a powerful player in 
its financial district. More than a memoir of Gardner's financial success, this is the story of a man 
who breaks his own family's cycle of men abandoning their children. Mythic, triumphant, and 
unstintingly honest, The Pursuit of Happyness conjures heroes like Horatio Alger and Antwone 
Fisher, and appeals to the very essence of the American Dream. 

The Breadwinner Collection by Deborah Ellis 

Life under the Taliban is hard and dangerous but some children are determined to have a little 
freedom and to help their families – no matter what is the risk. Follow their amazing journeys in this 
best-selling compilation. 

 

 

The Color Purple by Alice Walker 

Set in the deep American South between the wars, The Color Purple is the classic tale of Celie, a 
young black girl born into poverty and segregation. Raped repeatedly by the man she calls 'father', 
she has two children taken away from her, is separated from her beloved sister Nettie and is trapped 
into an ugly marriage. But then she meets the glamorous Shug Avery, singer and magic-maker - a 
woman who has taken charge of her own destiny. Gradually Celie discovers the power and joy of her 
own spirit, freeing her from her past and reuniting her with those she loves. 

 

 


