


What is Pride Month and why does it matter?
The Stonewall Riots began in the early hours of 28th June 
1969 when police raided the Stonewall Inn, New York City, 
which served the LGBTQ+ community of its time. 

At the time, homosexual acts remained illegal in every state 
except Illinois. Bars and restaurants could be closed down for 
either having employees or customers who identified as gay.

The raid at Stonewall sparked a riot as police hauled people 
out of the bar, leading to six days of protests and violent 
clashes with law enforcement. 

It was the first time the LGBTQ+ community fought back, beginning 
the journey of equal rights for the LGBTQ+ people around the 
world. 



What is Pride Month and why does it matter?
In June 1970, to commemorate the Stonewall riots, 
the first Pride march took place in Chicago.

The month is now used as the time to celebrate 
LGBTQ+ communities across the globe, to uplift their 
voices and support their rights in achieving equal 
justice and equal opportunity. 

Pride Month is an important time to showcase and 
celebrate how far LBGTQ+ rights have come, however, 
there's still a lot of work to be done.



Why are some people still homophobic, 
biphobic and transphobic?
• Religious reasons: Although most religions promote tolerance and acceptance of all people.

• Closeted LGBTQ+: Some people commit homophobic, transphobic, biphobic acts because they are unable to
accept their own sexuality or gender identity and try to hide it.

• Historic Attitude: Some older people are homophobic because of the prevalent attitudes which existed whilst
they were growing up. Homosexuality was actually illegal in the UK until 1967, and in 1988 Margaret Thatcher
brought in Section 28 which meant it was illegal for schools to “promote homosexuality”. Although this law was
abolished in 2003 this did not necessarily change everybody’s attitudes.

• Lack of Education: Improving education about what it means to be LGBTQ+ can actually help to reduce this type
of discrimination. A lack of education may also mean that people say or do homophobic / biphobic / transphobic
things without realising it.



Northfield’s GSA

Northfield’s Gay Straight Alliance (GSA) is a safe space for EVERYONE regardless
of their gender, sexual identity or orientation, to learn about the LGBTQ+
community and themselves without judgement.

Its aim is to raise awareness and tolerance to promote equality for ALL!



You don't have to be LGBTQ+ to be part of the community – be awesome 

and be an ally! 

An LGBTQ+ ally is a heterosexual and cisgender person who supports

equal civil rights, gender equality, and LGBTQ+ social movements, 

challenging homophobia, biphobia, and transphobia.

How? 

1. Familiarise yourself with the language

2. Educate yourself on the history of LGBTQ+ activism

3. Discover the challenges facing the LGBTQ+ community today

4. Get involved in the community and show your support

5. Stand up for what you believe in!

6. Challenge EVERYONE who uses discriminatory language

Be an LGBTQ+ Ally



Reporting Bullying
You can report this in the same way as you would report any type of bullying.

Speak to:

• Tutor

• Year Team

• A trusted adult / member of staff

• GSA Lead Teachers: Mrs Silivistris and Mr Kentfield-Wells

Alternatively, you could use the Student Concern form on the school website.



Northfield’s GSA

If you would like more information, or to be a part of the GSA, speak to:

• Mrs Silivistris (English)

• Mr Kentfield-Wells (Learning Zone)

• Anyone with a red smiley face or rainbow heart badge!


