
French at Northfield – 5 Year Grammar Led Curriculum 

Key Stage 3 – Curriculum Intent 

In our school context, our curriculum is centred around the school’s values of: 

Respect: We aim to teach pupils to respect other people and be tolerant of different cultures. Pupils show respect in lessons by listening carefully to other pupils and the 

teacher. 

Resilience: We encourage pupils to adopt a “have-a-go” attitude and, with the relevant amount of support, feel as though they can make progress. Retrieval tasks, directed 

differentiation, and questioning play an important role here. 

Honesty: Pupils are encouraged to ask for help when needed and talk about what they can do and what they may need support with. A level of trust between teacher and 

pupil is developed through staff building strong relationships with each pupil. 

Our curriculum focuses on the development of pupils’ communication skills, self-efficacy, strong and durable retention of language, independence, and autonomy. 

Through the 3 pillar of progression – phonics, vocabulary and grammar - pupils gain a sound knowledge of key French sounds to enable them to converse and pronounce 

words correctly. They learn how to manipulate grammar and recall core phrases that can be recycled in a wide range of contexts. Gaining this knowledge and confidence 

helps pupils become more resilient and open-minded competent linguists.  

By the end of KS3, pupils will understand what it is to be a linguist. Pupils will have a curiosity in discovering the world and its people, as well as having an interest and 
intention to travel in order to deepen their understanding of different cultures and societies. They will have an understanding of the ways in which languages are 
interconnected and in which languages play a part in our daily lives. Pupils will develop an extensive core of vocabulary and grammatical structures which will be learned 
and regularly practised and retrieved so that pupils are confident communicators in a variety of contexts across all 4 language skills. 

Our curriculum is designed to help pupils go on to achieve their potential, not just at A Level and in Higher Education, but as global citizens living in a dynamic and 
interdependent world. Pupils will acquire the skills needed to develop the four main skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening in the target language.  

The EPI approach allows us to develop pupils’ love of reading right from the start of KS3, as they are encouraged to read sentences and paragraphs in most lessons. We also 
use Reciprocal reading strategies to develop pupils’ understanding of longer texts. EPI tasks, such as narrow reading, jigsaw translations, rock climbing translations, tangled 
translations, and tick or cross reading etc., are also extensively used to promote a love of reading. A lot of the time, we create our own texts, based on vocabulary and 
grammar points studied, but authentic material is also used when appropriate. For example, in Year 10, pupils are exposed to authentic French through songs and there is 
an extra-curricular reading club where pupils are reading L’étranger. This is a French book with the English parallel text alongside the French. Pupils also complete a 
workbook to practise vocabulary and structures from each chapter.  

To further promote the love of reading, we award a reading prize to one pupil from each class each term. They receive a year’s subscription to the Mary Glasgow French 
magazines (5 magazines over the academic year). 

  



Implementation 

In KS3 & KS4, we design our own curriculum and resources.  

To enable our pupils to become successful language learners, who learn in an enjoyable, positive, and inclusive environment, we have reviewed our curriculum and created 

our own bespoke teaching resources to implement the Extensive Processing Instruction (EPI) principles, made popular by Gianfranco Conti.  

Our EPI approach includes: 

• Sentence builders central to all lessons, enabling pupils to build accurate sentences 

• Extensive drilling of chunks of language through Listening as Modelling (LAM) and Reading as Modelling (RAM) using engaging games and speaking activities 

• Focus on listening and speaking skills at the start of every topic 

• Use of texts that are at least 95% comprehensible (comprehensible input) to build fluency and to avoid cognitive overload 

• Systematic retrieval of knowledge to produce deep and durable learning 

The assessment schedule is robust, and we use a variety of summative and formative assessment to address misconceptions and challenge pupils according to their current 

understanding and target grades. 

A more detailed lesson by lesson scheme of learning is produced which outlines lesson objectives and success criteria. 

Currently, assessment in the department looks like: 

Formative Summative 

Retention starters (every lesson) which tend to be vocabulary or grammar based. 
Homework  
Questioning 
Grammar, vocabulary and phonics checks (new from Jan 2022) 
Directed differentiation 
Plenaries (whole school focus from Jan 2022) 
 

✓ 3 assessment points per year (half terms 2, 4 & 6) 
✓ These assessments test the four key skills in French over the course of the 

year and to ensure pupils know more and remember more we add in 

questions from previous topics and years. 

✓ I can statements are attached to each task in the AP assessment, so it is 

clear to pupils and teachers what is being tested. 

✓ QLA is used to inform planning (starters, homework, what needs to be re-

visited in lessons) 

 



Year 7: Term 1: Self, family, and friends 

Sub-topics taught in term 1: How you are feeling; Nouns on a photo; Alphabet; Pronunciation rules; Numbers 1 – 31; Personal information including name, age, and 
birthday; European countries and where you live; What you look like; Personality; Family members / friends and how you get along with them; Pets 
Grammar taught in term 1: Introduction to high-frequency verbs (je suis; j’ai; il y a; est), indefinite and definite article, gender of nouns, adjectives (agreement and position 
– mainly after); plural forms; simple conjunctions (et; mais; car) present tense verbs (je m’appelle; j’habite; je vis), first and third person singular 
 
This topic is a good introduction to basic, but important, critical knowledge in French and ensures firm foundations moving forward. For example, the concept of gender 

and basic vocabulary to introduce yourself. As some pupils come from primary school knowing some French, and others none, we can support those who need more help. 

All pupils are challenged to make progress from their starting point as we introduce a wide range of new nouns (to support the terms masculine and feminine and also start 

on the skill of describing what is in the photo.) . We also begin phonics training and equip pupils with the skills and knowledge to speak French with good pronunciation. 

This topic is also very relatable for students and pupils can gain some confidence in talking about things they know.  

As the topic progresses, we can build confidence with high-frequency verbs in new contexts. For example, je suis is introduced in the register phrases (e.g. je suis fatigué / 

content etc.) and then we reinforce this with je suis grand / petit; je suis anglaise; je suis amusant.  

Reading whole sentences and short paragraphs is introduced from a very early stage as it is an integral part of the MARS-EARS process. Pupils are encouraged to read aloud 

with good pronunciation and fluency.  

Year 7: Term 2: School 

Sub-topics taught in term 2: Items in bag, pencil case, classroom; Places in a school; Subjects; Opinions and justifications; Uniform; Comparing nouns; Food and drink in 
canteen 
Grammar taught in term 2: high-frequency verbs (il y a; j’ai; on a; j’adore etc.; c’est), indefinite and definite article, gender of nouns, adjectives (agreement and position – 
mainly after); plural forms; more conjunctions (et; mais; car; parce que; donc) 
We choose this topic for term 2, as pupils are now well-established in Northfield School and can relate to the vocabulary in a more personal way as they know their school 
better. It also enables us to reinforce rules with nouns and adjectives taught in term 1 (including word order and how it is different to English), as well as introduce the 
important skill of expressing and justifying opinions. Further high-frequency verbs are introduced and practised from this point forward: il y a; on a, on a besoin de 
 

Year 7: Term 3: Free time activities 

Sub-topics taught in term 3: places in town; weather; clothes; frequency phrases; sports; describing what people are doing in a photo; other activities at home (in the 
present, past, and future tenses) 
 
Once again, this topic is very relatable to pupils and allows them to talk about things they are very familiar with. Throughout the topic, vocabulary and structures are 
revisited. For example, we incorporate the weather and frequency phrases into all aspects of this topic and can revise family members / friends through saying who you do 
an activity with. The sports section of this topic links nicely with Northfield being a Sports College and allows pupils to talk about what sports them do both in and out of 
school. The final part of the topic where we teach them how to describe what they do in their free time is great for working on common verbs in three time frames. 
Grammatical terms, such as infinitive, can be introduced – this all stands them in good stead for moving into Year 8.   



Year 8: Term 1: Home town and house 

Sub-topics taught in term 1: Places in town; Activities you can & can’t do in town; Frequency phrases; Describing what people are doing in a photo; Clothes; Weather; 

Rooms in a house 

In Year 7, pupils were introduced a lot of this vocabulary. However, due to the pandemic, some pupils may have missed out on some of this critical knowledge. So, at the 

start of Year 8 we have chosen to revisit this vocabulary in new contexts and add more complexity through a wider range of nouns, adjectives, and grammatical structures. 

The structure on peut plus an infinitive can be introduced, thus reinforcing the use of the infinitive at the end of Year 7.  

Describing your house was not in the Year 7 Scheme of learning, but will help reinforce structures taught in Year 7, such as  Dans ma ville, il y a / on a / on a besoin de / il n’y 

a pas de / on n’a pas / on n’a pas besoin de 

As pupils are more familiar with these structures and vocabulary, we can encourage pupils to write and speak at length on this topic and move towards more spontaneous 

use of the language.  

Year 8: Term 2: Holidays 

Sub-topics taught in term 2: Countries you visit (three time frames); Opinions on holiday destination; Weather; Accommodation; Holiday essentials; Holiday in past; Ideal 
holiday 
 
This topic builds on work done in Year 7 with countries and expands pupils’ knowledge with non-European countries. We can reinforce the prepositions taught in Year 7 and 
term 1 of Year 8, and revise activities and weather in a new context. The three time frames are also practised and knowledge extended through new verbs. Pupils are also 
given the opportunity to start using the conditional tense when talking about their ideal holiday. 
 

Year 8: Term 3 Technology 

Sub-topics taught in term 3: Gadgets you have; What you use your gadgets for and how often; How you have used your gadgets recently; How you will use your gadgets in 

the future; How you use social media; Advantages and disadvantages of social media 

Not only is this topic very relatable for pupils, it is also very important topic in the GCSE and reinforces messages about staying safe online. Frequency phrases and the three 

time frames are further embedded, as well as high-frequency verbs such as on peut plus an infinitive. Knowledge of opinions is also extended through this topic. Pupils are 

also encouraged to make links to previous learning by using adjectives taught in term 1, such as démodé, vieux, moderne etc., in new contexts. 

  



Year 9: Term 1: Sport 
Sub-topics taught in term 1: Sports you do & don’t do; Opinions on sports; Sports you would like to try in future (extreme sports); Sporting heroes 
 
This current Year 9 pupils did not learn about sport in Year 7, so we decided this was an important topic to teach and links well to the healthy-lifestyle topic in term 2 (also 
fits in with the national agenda, particularly after the pandemic).  
The topic also lends itself well to using different time frames. In this topic, we will extend knowledge of the future tense in particular, by introducing a wide range of verbs 
to express the future tense e.g. je vais / je veux / je voudrais / j’ai envie de / j’ai l’intention de plus an infinitive. This level of challenge will help pupils who will be continuing 
their French studies in KS4 have a better understanding of how to vary language and use an infinitive in a wide range of contexts. This is an ideal time to introduce more 
complex negative phrases such as ne .. jamais and ne … plus and more complex opinion phrases such as enc e qui ,e concerne and je dois dire que. The extreme sports topic 
will add a different dimension to this topic and discussing sporting heroes will be a good way to revisit personal information in the third person taught in Year 7 and extend 
the range of adjectives pupils can use to describe people. We can also introduce the full paradigm of -er verbs, and high-frequency verbs (faire and aller) in the present 
tense. Finally, this topic will help us focus on the little words before nouns, something pupils always find challenging (e.g. au, à la, à l’, aux / du, de la, de l’, des / le, la, l’, les 
etc.) 
 
Year 9 Term 2: Healthy Lifestyles 
Sub-topics taught in term 2: Advantages of sport; What you do to relax; Diet; Illegal substances; What you are going to do in the future to stay healthy / improve health 
 
Following on from term 1, we have chosen to tackle this important topic which requires a certain degree of maturity from pupils, and links well with the work they will do in 
KS4 on this topic. Once again, focus will be on how to use an infinitive (after pour, de and à, and as the second verb in the sentence). Vocabulary taught in this topic has 
been chosen from the GCSE specification to help pupils who will be continuing with their French studies in KS4. 
 
Year 9 Term 3: Life in France 

Sub-topics taught in term 3: Geography of France; Teenage life; Customs and festivals 
 
We have chosen to finish KS3 with this topic to bridge the gap into KS4. These topics are in the GCSE curriculum but also lend themselves to revision of previous knowledge. 
For example, we can revisit the topic of free time and technology in the Teenage life sub-topic, as well as using authentic material (songs, etc.) to expand pupils’ knowledge 
and understanding of French culture.  
 

Year 10 Term 1: Home, town, and neighbourhood (Start of Theme 2) 

Throughout Year 10 and 11, we will create opportunities to practise all 4 skills, but particularly speaking and listening skills which were harder to incorporate into the 

periods of home learning. Exam skills will be modelled and practised throughout. Vocabulary and grammar checks will also be used to assess progress and inform 

planning. Authentic texts, important for the listening and reading exams, will be interleaved throughout Year 10 and 11. In Year 10, we will also introduce higher tier 

pupils to question 2 in the writing exam. The use of non-negotiable phrases for this extended writing task will be revisited throughout allowing pupils plenty of time to 

hone their skills in this task. 



These pupils started the GCSE course in Year 9, so have already covered Theme 1. This topic incorporates much of what was taught in KS3 but will be extended with new 

vocabulary from the GCSE specification. Through the sub-topic of ideal house / where you would like to live in the future, we can revise the conditional tense as well other 

tenses (si + present + future / si + imperfect + conditional). Looking at French towns and houses will also be a link to what is like living in France. 

 

Year 10 Term 1: Social Issues 

This topic represents life in modern Britain. Volunteering for charity and understanding the work of charities is key to being empathetic and reflecting on ways to help 

society. It can also be a link to pupils who do volunteer work through the Duke of Edinburgh Award. Within this topic we also look at health including healthy eating, drug 

abuse, smoking, and alcohol. This can be linked to messages about healthy lifestyle and staying safe as a teenager.  

Year 10 Term 3 – Global issues 

The environment is currently high on the agenda, and part of life in modern Britain demands we play our part to preserve our planet for future generations. The topic of the 

environment introduces a lot of new, more tricky vocabulary, but also lends itself to revision of critical grammatical knowledge: tenses, il faut, on doit, on peut plus an 

infinitive, for example. 

At the end of the year, pupils complete their Personalised Learning Checklist (PLC) where they RAG their ability for each sub-topic and skill. This is completed in Forms and 

allows each teacher to devise a bespoke revision plan for each pupil to address gaps in knowledge before starting Year 11. 

Year 11 Term 1 – Global issues and Travel and Tourism 

Due to the pandemic, we did not cover the Global issues topic in Year 10, so we have included this important topic at the start of Year 11. See Year 10 Term 3 for the 

rationale behind teaching this topic. 

The travel and Tourism topic builds on the holidays topic in Year 8. Within the topic we look at a number of real-life situations, such as ordering in a restaurant, asking for 

directions, booking into a hotel and booking travel tickets. This provides opportunities to practise the role play for the speaking exam and also gives pupils opportunities to 

practise language they may need in a real-life situations in France. Once again, we will be able to revise verbs in three time frames.  

Year 11 Term 2 – Current and future study and employment (Theme 3) 

This topic brings all previous learning together: in particular, expressing opinions and verb work in three tenses can be consolidated through this relatable topic. It also 

lends itself to comparing British and French school systems. 

The GCSE course finishes with pupils describing future study and employment wishes. This fits nicely with their personal lives as they will be looking and further education 

and employment choices. They will also be able to consolidate use of the proper future tense which will enhance their range of language in the speaking and writing exams. 

 


